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Puget Sound Chapter
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Military Order

An Organization for
All Military Veterans

NEXT CHAPTER MEETING

June, 14, 2026 at1730

Goal: Awards iy !Q / Mission: Change
. ‘ of Command

'.’, ’ i | _:r‘ “_‘ \
Book your reservation now at:
https://mowwpugetsoundchapter.org/monthly-meeting-rsvp/

Convenient Links

Website: https://mowwpugetsoundchapter.org/
Private Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/groups/43888609799 '

e

Public Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61584157637537
WSPD: https://mowwpugetsoundchapter.org/wspd-home/
* NWYLC: https://tinyurl.com/NWYLC-Page
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" Commander’s Corner
CAPT Carrie Nielson, USN (Ret)

The past two years have really flown by for me. It has been an honor to
serve as the Puget Sound Chapter Commander. We have filled the time with
growing the chapter, building alliances and expanding our outreach programs. We
have welcomed more than a dozen new members each year. We celebrated
unique events, like the Centennial of the First Round the World Flight, and the
America250 Anniversary. We have added new sponsors and participants to our
Washington State Patriotic Day and partnered with other groups to add new
activities, like YLS’s and Wreaths Across America to our calendar. MOWW Puget
Sound continues to find new ways to grow and serve.

Our May meeting was held 03 May. We were pleased to host
representatives from Washington Department of Veterans Affairs, including
residents and staff of the WDVA veteran homes. They provided a passionate
update on the status and value of their programs and we presented $1,000 worth
of Visa gift cards for the staff to distribute to residents as needed. In the second
half of the meeting, Ed Murphy, of the nominating committee, ran officer elections
for 2026-2027. While the presented slate was elected, we are still looking for an
adjutant and a treasurer for next year. One of our visitors from WDVA did apply to
join MOWW and expressed an interest in filling an officer position, so we look
forward to seeing what the future might hold.

This is a busy time of year. We are filling out end of year reports and award
nominations. We are attending end of year awards ceremonies to recognize
ROTC and JROTC cadets for their achievements. We are finalizing plans for next
month’s Northwest Youth Leadership Conference.

June’s meeting will take place 14 June, the second Sunday in June. We will
be swearing in our 2026-2027 chapter officers, honoring our past chapter
commanders, and | will be presenting awards in recognition of those companions
who have really gone above and beyond in support of our chapter and our
outreach programs this year. | anticipate we will be joined by our Region
Commander, as | get sworn in as the next Region Commander. Remember that
June will be an evening meeting, gathering at 1730, call to order at 1800 followed
by meal. Be sure to RSVP by Thursday, 11 June, so we can get a good count to
the caterer.

And finally, remember my ABC’s of chapter membership:

Attend Meetings! Great meals, speakers and company.

Be a Recruiter (remember all veterans are eligible to join now)!

Join a Committee! Help find sponsors, partners and participants for
SPD&NWYLC.
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May Puget Sound Chapter Report

# Puget Sound Chapter Commander Nielson
g (center) welcomes WA DVA Homeless Veteran
| staff to the 3 May veterans outreach meeting in
Steilacoom WA. Malissa Wetsil (C) shows
appreciation for $1000 in gift cards for vets.

Success of the program at Port Townsend and Orting
WA was demonstrated by one client who spoke about
how the Puget Sound Chapter contributes to success

Malissa invited companions to a July picnic at Port
Orchard to lift up residents, and an invitation to a fishing
derby at the Orting site.

Maame Bassaw was on hand
representing the Elizabeith Dole
Foundatin helping veterans

|  Another client of Port Orchard DVA explains the importance
» of cooperation with veterans from the Puget Sound Chapter
" meeting together for encouragement and support.

Now we find out that Bill McClary has been busy
supporting veterans with his Combat Veteran’s :
Motorcycle Association and Patriot Guard Riders g




Come to the Tacoma War
Memorial on Memorial Day

MEMORIAL DAY 2026

HONORING 250 YEARS
‘OF SACRIFICE!

May 25, 2026 — 11:00AM
‘Tacoma’s
‘War Memorial Park

Featuring:

» Silas High School Marine Junior ROTC Color Guard
133 Army Band Brass Quartet
Washington Army National Guard Chief of Staff - COL Jack Mushallo
Edward B. Rhodes-Parkland American Legion Post 2 - Wreath Laying
And honoring sacrifice on the Home-Front!




Puget Sound Chapter
guests and
companions gather on

| 3 May for veterans, fun,
and prizes at
Steilacoom for the first |
evening meeting




Chaplain’s Corner

LCDR Skip Stephan, USN (Retired)

| write this onthe Memorial Day holiday and as such |
would | share a prayer for those who made the ultimate
sacrifice by giving their life for our country.

Thank you most gracious God for all those who gave
their lives in service to our country. Help us to remember
their sacrifices and to work today for the continuation of
our great government.

Make us who came from many nations with many
different languages a united people. Defend our liberties
and give those whom we have entrusted with the
authority of government the spirit of wisdom, that there
might be justice and peace in our land. Heal our divisions
and bring us together as the great country we have been
and will be in years to come.

We are most grateful for all the many blessings you have
bestowed upon us.

Thank you Lord God.

Amen

| think this prayer is appropriate any time, however, given
the current divisions in our country, | think it is
particularly appropriate today.




Book Reader

Rondald Reagan is hailed

G OD
today for a presidency that TR

restored optimism to America, RONALD REAGAN
engendered years Of X 4, W‘% PAUL KENGOR

economic prosperity, and
helped bring about the fall of
the Soviet Union. Yet until
recently, little attention has
been paid to the role Reagan’s
personal Christian faith,
played in his political career,
shaping his ideas, bolstering
his resolve, and ultimately
compelling him to confront the
brutal—and, not coincidentally,
atheistic—Soviet empire. An
inside look at what brought the
evil empire down.

God and Ronald Reagan

Paul Kengor

Puget Sound Coming Events

Date Event Time/Place
June 14 Awards and 1730 Town Hall
July 16 Homeless Vet Picnic 1200 Port Orchard
August 23 Youth Leadership Picnic 1600 Muri’s




Northwest Youth
Leadership Conference

% —— SAVE THE DATE! —— % I

NORTHWEST

YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE

* JUNE 21 -25 %

A Leadership Conference for
High School Students
*

Pacific Lutheran University, Tacoma, Washington

* REGISTER NOW AT: *

https://mowwpugetsoundchapter.org/nwylc-preliminary-registration/ [

* SPACE IS LIMITED! %
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Northwest Youth
Leadership Conference
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TREASURER
CDR Alan M. Mandigo, USN (Ret)
4610 29th Avenue NE
Tacoma, WA 98422
Cell: 253-241-9502
email: cdramm@outlook.com or nwylc1991@gmail.com

2026 NORTHWEST YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
(NWYLC)

DONATION INFORMATION

1. The 34" NWYLC will be held June 21% to 25" 2026 at Pacific Lutheran
University (PLU).

2. The Total Cost Per-Student for the 2025 NWYLC, for 78 students, was $550.00.

The total cost for the Conference was over $50,000.00
3. With 90% of the students being on scholarship, donations are needed and
greatly appreciated.

4. Donations may be made in any amount. All Donators (no matter the amount)

are assigned a student to sponsor and receive a “Thank You Letter” from the
student after the conference is complete.

5. The Full Tuition Requested Donation for 2026 is $550.00, but any amount
helps.

“HOW TO MAKE A DONATION”

By check made out to the “NWYLC Foundation” and mail to the above

address.
OR

Pay by ?ayPal to: nwyle1991@gmail.com, adding in the PayPal
Transaction Fees would be appreciated.

NWYLC Foundation is an IRS 501(c)(3) Charitable Organization,
EIN: 91-1724086. Donation Receipts will be provided.

A. WMandige

CDR Alan M. Mandigo, USN (Ret), Treasurer

NORTHWEST YOUTH LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE
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The Revolutionary War had entered a period of waiting for the British to
make their next move. Washington left Boston on April 4, 1776, and arrived
in New York on April 13, bringing approximately 19,000 soldiers. He
anticipated that if the British came, they would most likely come through
Long Island, so he began fortifying the Brooklyn Heights.

7 N

See more at the MOWW website

https://moww.org/america250/
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In Washington DC he met Helen Francis Warren,
“Frankie” to her friends and daughter of Senator and
richest man from Wyoming. Frankie Warren had
graduated from Wellesley only a few months earlier and
was making a name for herself in Washington circles.
She was a woman of the West, independent, athletic,
and confident, she was also a vivacious woman of
refinement and social graces.

Two nights after meeting and dancing with Pershing she
wrote in her diary, “Met Mr. Pershing of Moro and
Presidential message fame.” He wrote to a friend, “I
have met the girl God made for me”.

Adjutant’s Angle: Don’t miss the 2 Northwest Youth Leadership
Conference, opening or closing dinner to show your support and
meet your sponsored high school student!
https://mowwpugetsoundchapter.org/nwylc-opening-dinner-rsvp/

S—)

— Alan and Dan present
= MOWW awards to cadets
on 14 May. Puget Sound
Chapter companions
enjoyed organizing the
winning prizes,
smiles proved their
efforts were appreciated!
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Executing a Youth Leadership Conference in a
Remote Location
By Ron and Faye Kirkland

Commander Ron Kirkland and wife Faye Kirkland, Puget
Sound Chapter companions both, have found a new slant on
off-station Youth Leadership Seminars. After several Youth
Leadership Seminar programs closer to home on the USS
Turner Joy in Bremerton, WA, Ron and Faye wanted to expand
the chapter’s influence further afield. First stop was Yakima,
WA, some 200 miles away in the middle of the state. With the
help of one AJROTC cadet, who was fresh from the Northwest
Youth Leadership Conference, the Kirkland’s contacted the
JROTC instructor at West Valley high school to make sure the
designated cadet would follow through and get support from
other cadets to reserve school spaces on campus on the
designated Saturday of choice. Cadet Camron went to work
devising a plan, reserving the auditorium, and lining up a retired
mayor as one speaker. Faye was a small business expert with
startups and travel industry experience, so she jumped in as
another speaker. The Kirland car was filled with breakfast
treats and a medal for the prime cadet who honchoed the
program. A good attendance of 26 was had, and the teens
enjoyed a pizza lunch followed by training both inside and

outside. A good day was enjoyed by 26 students and adults.
\ Continued “
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Continued

This year the Kirkland’s were off to Bend Oregon for
another off-station YEF where there are no MOWW
chapters in the whole state, a total one-way trip of 310
miles. Again, a couple Northwest Youth Leadership
Conference graduates were used to be the project cadets.
Pre-coordination with the high school’s JROTC instructor
was included to make sure the project was progressing
smoothly. This time another MOWW Puget Sound chapter
hereditary companion Amy Day flew down from Seattle to
offer her expertise in making good decisions to 25 students,
a briefing that she has taken on the road to many events.

Where to next? Ask the Kirklands? The key factors are
a companion who would like to visit a town where there are
recent YLC graduates and a JROTC unit. Contact the senior
instructor to see if they would be onboard to monitor and
provide quality assurance. Agree on an agenda that is good
for the cadet POC. Keep it interesting and fun, since this is
voluntary and on a Saturday. Get permission with the PEC
Chair for reimbursement and insurance. Take pictures of
the event and have fun. This is a great way to get the
MOWW brand out there where there is little or no MOWW
exposure.




THE MILITARY ORDER OF THE WORLD WARS

MOWW
NATIONAL CONVENTION 2026

AUGUST 11-16,2026 | THE WESTIN RIVERWALK | SAN ANTONIO, TX
Fiesta San Antonio - Promoting Our Community Outreach Mission

B : N A
i ] " 7a LEADERSHIP.
" i S8 SERVICE.
FELLOWSHIP.

ALL COME
TOGETHER HERE.

KEYNOTE SPEAKER & SPECIAL GUEST | JOUN US for a week of
fellowship, professional

Ryan Holid ay development, and leadership
engagement as we conduct
the important business of
our Order.

#1 New York Times Bestselling Author
& Founder of The Daily Stoic

AUGUST 13,2026 | 10:00 AM - 11:30 AM
NAVARRO BALLROOM | WESTIN RIVERWALK

FEATURED TOURS

TOUR 1: FREDRICKSBURG TOUR 2: TOUR OF SAN ANTONIO DINNER & RIVERWALK CRUISE

Explore historic downtown Fredericksburg in Discover the rich culture and history of Friday evening offers a memorable River
the heart of Texas Wine Country. Visit the downtown San Antonio —from The Pearl and Walk experience, featuring dinner at
National Museum of the Pacific War, LBJ Market Square to the Texas Ranger Museum, Boudro’s Texas Bistro followed by a scenic
State Park, and enjoy shopping, wineries, Japanese Tea Garden, and the iconic Alamo, Go Rio boat cruise through downtown San
distilleries, and farm-to-table dining. on a guided Old Town Trolley. Antonio.

MOWW's veteran-led panel will share best practices and insights
from our youth leadership conferences and seminars, highlighting the
program'’s impact on developing the next generation of leaders.

LEADERSHIP
PANEL

AUGUST 13,2026 | 1:00 PM | NAVARRO BALLROOM | WESTIN RIVERWALK

MOWW.ORG/CONVENTION




Coming to Lacey WA 25-28 June 2026

https://thewallthathealslaceywa.org/




Puget Sound Chapter Vice Commander Bill McClary’s other role with the
Patriot Guard Riders and Combat Veteran’s Motorcycle Association means
he spends a lot of time supporting veterans




» Staff and Committees

Staff

Commander: CAPT Carrie Nielson

Sr. Vice Commander: COL Andy Leneweaver
Vice Commander: COL Bill McClary
Adjutant: LTC Buck

Historian: OPEN

Chaplain: LDCR Stephan

Finance: Maj Mummery

Treasurer: Maj Mummery

Marshall: Maj Warren

Surgeon: Doctor (COL) Wheeler

Public Affairs: Col Gibson

VA Activities: LT McConnel

Hospitality: OPEN

Committees

Law and Order: LTC Still

Membership: Lt Col Muri

NWYLC: Col Gibson/CDR Mandigo

WSPD: Maj Warren

Patriotic Ed: Col Gibson/CDR Kirkland
Homeland/Nat’l Security Security: Capt Murphy/COL Johnson
Memorials: OPEN

ROTC/JROTC: CDR Mandigo

Scouting: CDR Kirkland

Veteran Affairs: LT McConnel

IT Supervisors: Lt Col Snyder/CDR McManus
Leg. Liaison: LTC Haskins

Contact Staff
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Animals are Great

Let’s Dance!
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